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Guidelines for your MA thesis

One of the key components of the MA in Religion and Global Futures is the master’s
thesis. Before starting the thesis, it is important to reflect on your research topic and
prepare carefully. The Study Project module is designed to provide structured time for
independent reading, conceptual development, and methodological reflection before
the thesis-writing phase. These guidelines outline the required steps during the Study

Project and the transition to the MA thesis.

1. Identify a topic and register for the Study Project
Choose a research topic that interests you and that you would like to explore further.
Register for the module Study Project. This registration should take place in your second

or third semester.

2. Find a supervisor
Identify a supervisor within the department for the Study of Religion and confirm with
them that they are ready to supervise your project. Your supervisor will help you refine

your research question and advise you on appropriate methods.

3. Write your research paper for the Study Project

After finding your supervisor, you should start writing your research paper (2.000-2.500
words) as part of the Study Project. The Study Project should be used as an opportunity
to read widely and deepen your understanding of the topic of your thesis. Your research
paper will serve as preparation for your MA thesis, and its main results can later be
integrated into the thesis. The research paper must be completed and discussed with
your supervisor before you can begin your MA thesis. It must be submitted no later than
the end of the third semester. To allow sufficient time for feedback, submission by the

middle of the third semester is strongly recommended.



4. Register your MA thesis

Once your Study Project paper has passed, you should approach your supervisor to
officially register your MA thesis. This usually takes place in the fourth semester. As you
cannot change the title of your thesis after registration, it is important to discuss this step

thoroughly with your supervisor.

5. Write your MA thesis
After registration, you have six months to complete your MA thesis. If you need an
extension, you must discuss this with your supervisor in advance. The thesis should be

60-70 pages in length, excluding the bibliography.

6. Submit your completed thesis

The final thesis mustinclude a statutory declaration confirming that the work is your own.
The thesis must then be submitted to the Examination Office (Prifungsamt):
https://www.uni-bayreuth.de/en/examination-office

The Examination Office will forward the thesis to your supervisor for evaluation.

7. Public presentation
After your work has been assessed, you will present your project once again in a 15-
minute presentation at the department. Other students and lecturers, as well as the

supervisors, will be present and will have 15 minutes to ask questions afterwards.

Deadlines:

The standard study period of our MA programme is four semesters. If you fail to complete
your degree within a maximum of six semesters, you will be granted a one-year extension.
Please note that you will not be notified — you must keep track of the duration of your

studies yourself! The ultimate (!) deadline is four years.

We strongly encourage you to complete the study project module in your third
semester and register for the MA thesis in your fourth semester — both after thorough

consultation with your supervisor and some preliminary work.



